Workshop on Forest Conservation Act Amendments at RFRI, Jorhat | 2023

REPORT ON WORKSHOP ON ‘IMPACT OF FCA AMENDMENTS
ON DEVELOPMENT OF NORTH EAST AND PEOPLES’ RIGHT

ICFRE-Rain Forest Research Institute, Jorhat (Assam) organized a workshop on Impact of
FCA Amendments on Development of North East and Peoples’ Right held on 6™ October, 2023
through Hybrid Mode. Workshop was inaugurated by Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tasa, Hon’ble
Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha), Assam physically in Inaugural Session at the Institute.
Smt. Kanchan Devi, IFS, Deputy Director General, ICFRE, Dehradun who joined virtually from
Dehradun as Guest of Honour addressed the inaugural session and highlighted the efforts of
Government of India on forest conservation with respect to carbon neutrality, plantation in non-
forest areas, improvement in forest productivity and soil health for better forest management.

At the outset, Dr Nitin Kulkarni, Director, ICFRE-RFRI, Jorhat welcomed all the dignitaries and
participants present physically as well as virtual mode.

In his inaugural address, Shri Tasa put emphasis on protecting natural flora and fauna of the
region. He also expressed his concern on the different important issues like deforestation, global
warming, natural disasters etc and discussed on the impact of global warming and decrease in
forest cover in human life and environment. He raised his concern about decline in forest areas in
North East and emphasized on agro-forestry and proper monitoring of plantation done in any
Afforestation programme. He expected that latest Amendments of this Act will have positive
impact on the lives of the people of the region and open the new avenues for employment
generation through ecotourism, plantation forestry, Agroforestry etc. Inaugural session was
physically attended by Scientists and Officers of the Institute, Working Plan Officers of Jorhat
and Karbi Anglong and local level NGO Members; Political and Social workers. The Workshop
was attended by around hundred participants from various parts of India.

There were altogether four presentations during the Workshop. Smt. Imtienla Ao, IFS, DDG, RO
Shillong, MoEF&CC delivered presentation on ‘Forest Conservation Act, 1980: An Overview’.
Shri W.I. Yatbon, IFS, DIG, RO Shillong, MoEF&CC spoke on ‘Amendments of Forest
Conservation Act, 2023’ and highlighted the forestry issues and need for amendments in Forest
Conservation Act, 2003 to address problems related to forest conservation and protection. Dr.
Abhinandan Saikia, Assistant Professor, TISS, Guwahati delivered his talk on impact of
amendments of FCA 2023 on Peoples’ Right w.r.t to NE states. Similarly, Shri K. B. Singh, IFS,
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Addl. PCCF, Department of Environment & Forest, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar spoke
about the impact of this act on development of North Eastern states.

Dr. Nitin Kulkarni, Director of the Institute made the concluding remarks and stated that the
amendments and guideline made in FCA, 2023 will address the problems faced by forest
department and issues of people in North Eastern states. VVote of thanks was delivered by Rajib
Kumar Kalita, Head, Extension Division, ICFRE-RFRI, Jorhat.
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Workshop on impact of FCA
amendments held at RFRI, Jorhat

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

JORHAT, Oct 6: The IC-
FRE-Rain Forest Research
Institute (RFRI), Jorhat, at
Sotai has organised a work-
shop through hybrid mode on
the topic ‘Impact of FCA
Amendments on Develop-
ment of North East and Peo-
ples’ Right’.

An RFRI official informed
that the workshop, sponsored
by the Union Ministry of En-
vironment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change, was inaugurat-
ed by Rajya Sabha MP Kama-
khya Prasad Tasa.

Tasa, in his inaugural ad-
dress, laid emphasis on pro-
tecting natural flora and fauna
of the region, and expressed
concern over issues like de-
forestation, global warming,
natural disasters, etc.

He also spoke about the
impact of global warming and

decrease in forest cover on
human life and environment.

The MP hoped that the lat-
est amendments to the For-
est (Conservation) Act
(FCA) will have a positive im-
pact on the lives of the peo-
ple of the region and open
new avenues for employ-
ment generation through
ecotourism, plantation for-
estry, agroforestry, etc.

Deputy Director General,
ICFRE, Dehradun, Kanchan
Devi, who joined virtually
from Dehradun as the guest
of honour at the inaugural
session, highlighted the ef-
forts of the Government of
India for forest conservation
with respect to carbon neu-
trality, plantation in non-for-
est areas, improvement in
forest productivity and soil
health for better forest man-
agement.

Earlier, the ICFRE-RFRI,

Jorhat Director Dr Nitin
Kulkarni, welcomed the dig-
nitaries and participants. The
inaugural session was physi-
cally attended by RFRI sci-
entists and officers, working
plan officers of Jorhat and
Karbi Anglong, NGO mem-
bers, political and social
workers.

There were altogether
four presentations in the
workshop, which was attend-
ed by around 100 participants
fromacross the country. De-
livering the concluding re-
marks, Dr Nitin Kulkarni
stated that the amendments
and guidelines made in the
FCA, 2023 will address the
problems faced by the forest
department and people in the
region.

Rajib Kumar Kalita, Head,
Extension Division, ICFRE-
RFRI, Jorhat, offered the
vote of thanks.

Pag
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Workshop on Impact of FCA
Amendments on Development of
North East and Peoples’ Right held

Ny

Chronicle News Service

Jorhat: ICFRE-Rain Forest
Research Institute, Jorhat
(Assam) has organized a
workshop on the Impact of
FCA Amendments on the
Development of the North East
and Peoples’ Rights held on6th
October 2023 through Hybrid
Mode. The workshop was inau-
gurated by Kamakhya Prasad
Tasa, Member of Parliament
(Rajya Sabha), Assam physi-
cally in Inaugural Session at
the Institute. Kanchan Dewvi,
IFS, Deputy Director General.
ICFRE, Dehradun who joined
virtually from Dehradun as
Guest of Honour addressed the
inaugural session and highlight-
ed theeflorts of the Government
of India on forest conservation
with respect to carbon neutrali-
tv, plantation innonforest areas,
improvement in forest produc-
tivity and soil health for better
forest management.

At the outset, Dr Nitin
Kulkarni, Director, ICFRE-
RFRI, Jorhat welcomed all the
dignitaries and participants
present physically as well as in
virtual mode. In his inaugural
address, Tasa put emphasis
on protecting the natural flora
and fauna of the region. Healso
expressed his concern on the
different important issues like
deforestation. global warming,
natural disasters, etc, and dis-
cussed on the impact of global
warming and the decrease in
forest cover in human life and
the environment. He raised his
concern about the decline in for-
est areas in the Northeast and
emphasized on agro-forestry
and proper monitoring of plan-
tations done inany Afforestation
program. He expected that the
latest Amendments of this Act
would have a positive impact
on the lives of the people of the

regionand open new avenues for
employment generation through
ecotourism, plantation forestry,
Agroforestry, etc.

The inaugural session was
physically attended by Scientists
and Officers of the Institute,
Working Plan Officers of Jorhat
and Karbi Anglong, locallevel
NGO Members and Pdliticaland
Social workers. The Workshop
was attended by around a
hundred participants from
various parts of India. There
were altogether four presenta-
tions during the Workshop.
Imtienla Ao, IFS, DDG, RO
Shillong, MoEF&amp;CC deliv-
ered presentation on ‘Forest
Conservation Act, 1980: An
Overview'. W.I. Yatbon, IFS,
DIG, RO Shillong, MoEF&amp;
CC spoke on ‘Amendments of
Forest Conservation Act, 2023'
and highlighted the forestry
issues and need for amendments
in Forest Conservation Act, 2008
to address problems related to
forest conservation and protec-
tion. Dr. Abhinandan Saikia,
Assistant Professor, TISS,
Guwahati delivered his talk
on the impact of amendments
of FCA 2023 on Peoples’ Rights
w.r.t to NE states. Similarly,
K.B. Singh, IFS, Addl PCCF,
Department of Environment
&amp: Forest, Govt. of
Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar
spoke about the impact of this
acton the development of North
Eastern states.

Dr. Nitin Kulkamni, Director
of the Institute made the conclud-
ing remarks and stated that the
amendments and guidelines
made in FCA, 2023 will address
the problems faced by the forest
department and issues of people
in North Eastern states. A vote
of thanks was delivered by Rajib
Kumar Kalita, Head, Extension
Division, ICFRE-RFRI, Jorhat.



